
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESSA 
SPECIAL MEETING – 2024 BUDGET DELIBERATIONS  

Township of Essa Administration Centre – 5786 County Road 21, Utopia 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2023 
3:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. OPENING OF MEETING BY THE MAYOR 
 

2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

3. PRESENTATION OF 2nd DRAFT 2024 BUDGET  
 
Review of proposed changes and discussion: 
 
 2024 Operational Changes  
 2024 Capital Changes – Discussion  
 Township Fleet Discussion  
 Tax Levy Impact  

 
CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS REQUIRING DISCUSSION AND GENERAL NATURE 
THEROF: 

4. CLOSED SESSION  
 
Recommendation:  Be it resolved that Council proceed into Closed Session in order to 
address matters pertaining to: 

• Personal Matters about identifiable individuals [s.239(2)(b)] 
• Labour Relations or Employee Negotiations [s. 239(2)(d)] 

 
Motion to Rise and Report from Closed Session Meeting of November 15, 2023. 
 
Recommendation: BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council rise and report from the Closed 
Session Meeting at _____ p.m. 
 

5. OTHER 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Recommendation: Be it resolved that this Special Meeting of the Council of the 
Township of Essa adjourn at ________ p.m. to reconvene on the 20th day of 
December 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Refer to 2024 
2nd Draft 
Budget  



2024 2ND 
BUDGET DRAFT 
PRESENTATION
Township of Essa

November - 15- 2023

Where Town and Country Meet



2024 Operational Changes 1

2024 Library Projects Details 2

2024 Parks Projects Summary3

Ward Boundary Review 
Memo/Info4

Township  Fleet Discussion 5

TAX Levy Impact6

AGENDA

2024 2ND BUDGET DRAFT PRESENTATION (November -15th -2023):

Questions 7



2024 Operational Changes (Overview Of 
Changes on November 1st, 2023) 

Proposed NVCA Budget 
Reduced from $228,910 

to $204,904.33 
($24,005.67 Total 

Savings)  

Library Programming 
and Promotions was 

corrected to $10,500.00 
from $500.00 ($10,000 

Total Increase)

Fire Burning W/O 
Permit Revenue was 

reduced from $28,000 to 
$5,000.00 ($23,000 Total 

Decrease)

Transportation 
Miscellaneous Revenue 

was Reduced From 
$30,000 to $10,000 

($20,000 Total Decrease)

=
$28,994.33 

Overall Total 
Increase 



2024 Library Projects 
Details 

• Sheltered Outdoor Program Structure: In 
the current DC Study, the Library Board 
added a sheltered Outdoor Program 
Structure at Thornton Branch to expand the 
functionality of the library.  Programs offered 
in the Meeting Space are limited by the size 
of the room and a sheltered outdoor 
structure could offer shade, protection from 
rain, and a sense of place for special Story 
Times, and also open up a new possibility for 
performance.  The Outdoor Program 
Structure would not be limited to children’s 
programs, but could also service adult 
engagement at the library.  



❑ Gross Project Cost is $150,000.00 in the DC study 

❑Current available Library DC. Reserve Fund Balance is $53,300.00 (December 
31st, 2022)

2024 Library Projects Details 



2024 Parks Projects 
Summary
(Put Forward By 
Parks & Rec.) 



MapleWood Park 
(Including Splash Pad):

Engineering Work & 
tender (90% Completion)

2024 Total Ask is $900,000 
for Construction 

Project is 100% Reserve Funded   
(Sale of 152 Greenwood)



Cunningham Park & Earl Cunningham 
Parkland 

Playground Equipment & Expansion 
($195,000) 

615 m2 Rubber flooring 
($60,000.00)

Earl Cunningham Parkland slide 
replacement ($25,000)

$280,000 Total Budget Request



IVY Playground & Basketball 
Upgrades -Expansion  (2023 Carry 
Forward Project) 

$35,000 Total 
Budget 
Request 

Engagement 
Playground 
Equipment 

Replacement 

Basketball 
Upgrades 

12

3 4



Discussion of the Robson 
Bridge Design & 
Construction 

$150,000 
Total Budget 

Request 

Design –
Permits

Tender

Construction

2

4

3

1



$50,000 
Total 

Budget 
Request 

Design –
Servicing 

Plans

Landscape 
Architect 
Review

Tender

1

4
3

2



❑ 2 benches Plus Shade Trees 

❑Swing Set ??

❑Total Budget $70,000

❑ Gate & Fencing, one side 

❑Furniture & Garbage Collection 

❑Total Budget $50,000

Stonemount Parkettes (83 
Greenwood Drive) 

Off-Leash Area (84 Greenwood 
Drive) 

Projects are 100% Reserve Funded   
(Sale of 152 Greenwood)



❑ Proposed New Outdoor Skating Ring with Chiller 

❑$1,100,000 Total Projected Cost 

❑ Proposed new Outdoor Skating without Chiller 

❑$390,000 Total Projected Cost

Outdoor Skating Rink With Chiller (2025)

Outdoor Skating Rink Without Chiller (2025)

Project is 100% Reserve Funded   (Sale 
of 152 Greenwood)

OR



PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
2024 HIGHLIGHTS:  

Two Additional Summer 
Students 

($12,000)

One Part time Contract to 
become Fulltime in 2024 

($24,000)

Angus Arena Chiller 
Replacement 

($190,000)

Heaters (Angus 
Bleachers)

($70,000)

Maplewood Park (New 
Park - Splash Pad)

($900,00)

Misc. Replacement & 
Purchase (Ag building new 
OH door, New Trimmer & 
Mower lift, Utopia Soccer 

shed, man gate -Angus 
Arena)

($90,000)

Cunningham Park 
Upgrades & Expansion 

($280,000)

Land Purchase for Parking

($300,000)

Solar LED Outdoor Rec –
General

($30,000)

Baxter New Park Design

($50,000) 

Thornton Score Clock 
Upgrades 

($15,000)

IVY Playground & 
Basketball Upgrades –

Expansion

($35,000) ? ?



PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
2025 HIGHLIGHTS:  

Robson Bridge

($150,00)

Eco Park Development (Gold Park 
Gate)

($700,000)

Parkette Development (83-84 
Greenwood drive) 

($120,000)

Brookfield Baxter Park 
Construction

($500,000) 

Greenwood Arena Shelter 
Removal (Steel Structure 

Removal )

($250,000)

Angus Arena Concrete Ice Pad 
(approx. 40’x 90’)

($280,000) ? ?



WARD BOUNDRY 
REVIEW MEMO/INFO

• Refer to Appendix A “Ward Boundary 
Review Memorandum and Maps”



Township Fleet Discussion & Changes 



Township Fleet 
Discussion & Changes 

By-Law / Building Department Needs Are 
Identical ; All Wheel Drive Mid. Size SUV 

Staff managed to discuss several proposals with 
different suppliers for multi mid-size SUV 
Purchase 

Staff reduced the proposed Budget Allowance for 
Both By-Law – Building Departments fleet to 
$42,000 compared to $57,000 in the first draft

$30,000 Total Savings 



2024 2nd DRAFT MUNICIPAL TAX IMPACT 

• 2023 Taxation            $394,000 X 0.00300988= $1,185.89

• 2024 Taxation            $394,000 X 0.003318533= $1,307.50

➢Percentage Increase 10.25% (compared to 12.3% - 2023)

➢Dollar Increase $121.61 (compared to $129.08 - 2023)

Assessed Single Family $394,000 



2024 ESTIMATED BLENDED IMPACT 2nd DRAFT :

• Blended impact includes estimated Municipal, County @5% increase 
(allowance) and School Board

• Assessed Single Family                              $394,000

• 2023 Total Taxation           $394,000 X 0.00742788= $2,926.58

• 2024 Total Taxation            $394,000 X 0.007880933= $3,105.08

➢ Percentage Increase 6.09% (compared to 6.08% - 2023)

➢ Dollar Increase $178.5 (compared to 167.35 - 2023)

• 5% Simcoe County Tax increase is included



Levy Comparison (2ND DRAFT)

• 2023 Tax Levy $10,754,172

• 2024 Tax Levy $11,856,978

• Proposed 2024 Tax Increase $1,102,806 or 10.25% (excluding 1.26% 
assessment growth) (compared to 12.3% in 2023)

• 2023 1% increase = $107,541

• 2024 1% increase = $118,569

• Essa growth in assessment in 2024, is estimated at 1.26%

 $10,000,000.00

 $10,500,000.00

 $11,000,000.00

 $11,500,000.00

 $12,000,000.00

2023 2024

Tax Levy 2023 -2024

• 1.26% 2023 Growth is Subject to MPAC Tax Assessment Confirmation



HIGHLIGHTS on Comparisons: 2024 Essa Proposed total tax rate Against 2023 Neighboring Municipalities 

$3,112.20 

$3,450.66 

$4,718.81 

$3,893.60 
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Comparison of Residential Taxes on a $395K Home between Municipalities

Essa 2024 proposed total tax rate is 
the lowest rate against the 2023 rate 

for neighboring Municipalities
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